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Editorial

Hi 

Welcome to the newest issue of Terry

Freedman's Books Bulletin. It's a nice

short read, covering the following:

1. Bookshop focus: Any Amount of

Books

2. Book review: How to make money

as a freelance writer

3. Forthcoming events (with a free

download, and details of a course

I'm teaching very soon)

Hope you enjoy reading it.

Best wishes

Terry
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Bookshop focus: Any Amount of Books

A great used book store in
central London
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There is nothing not to like about this

bookshop, unfortunately for my bank

balance. There is always a good selection

of books: I rarely emerge from the shop

without at least one. For example, I

recently bought a book of selected

writings in New Journalism. On another

occasion I purchased a graphic guide to

the American political system, which is

as arcane to me as I daresay ours is to them!

It stays open quite late too (until 9pm every day), despite my pleading with them not

to, because it is so tempting to go there when I emerge from an evening class.

They also have bargain sections, where books cost £1 each or five for £4.

The staff are friendly too, and a few seconds' walk from Leicester Square tube station.

If you visit and recognise me, do say "Hello"!

Any Amount of Books

Book Review: How to make
money as a freelance writer

Making a decent amount of money from

freelance writing is hard. I've been doing

it for years -- decades, actually -- but

keeping the assignments coming in is

still a challenge. For example, even if you

have a "tame" editor who will always

offer you work or be open to your

suggestions, there is always the nagging

certainty that, one of these days, they

are going to leave for pastures new.

Unless you're very fortunate, that usually

means starting all over agin with that

publication.

For this reason, you need to have many strings to your bow. According to a survey by

the Authors’ Licensing and Collection Service in the UK, in 2017 only 13.7% of authors

earned their living purely from writing — and their median income was £10,437. This

is below the minimum wage. In the USA, although it’s difficult to make like-for-like

comparisons, it would seem that the situation is not very different, with most
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freelance writers earning less than $10,000 per year.

That explains why, when I’ve looked at the breakdown of income occasionally

provided by writers, I’ve seen that they tend to supplement their income with other

(related) forms of work. For example, they might offer coaching services, give talks, do

ghostwriting or, like me, do training courses.

But if you want to write, and not earn your income from any other source, are you

simply a dreamer, or is there a way of achieving such a goal?

Enter John Lynch and his book, How to Make Money as a Freelance Writer. One thing

that the author makes pretty clear is that the goal of earning a living solely from

writing is unlikely to be achieved without some hard graft: he works a full day, every

day.

If you don’t think you have the staying power or willpower for such a work schedule,

you would still be likely to boost your income by following the advice in this book. For

example, as well as providing ideas about where to look for work, the author offers

advice on what to write about: essentially what you know that most other people

don’t. I think this is very good advice: if you sell yourself as a generalist, you’ll

probably be able to get lots of work, but relatively poorly paid. A specialist, especially

in a fairly niche area, is likely to be able to command higher rates.

He also tells you how to make yourself more in demand, by being better than many

other writers and going further than you might think necessary. For example, bearing

in mind the truth of Oscar Wilde’s observation that the only difference between the

Americans and the English is language, he points out that writing for an American

publication involves rather more thought than simply checking the spellings.

His writing style is, shall we say, robust. For example:

“…much of what appears on websites is ungrammatical rubbish.”

And, in a section entitled “What do you need to be a freelance writer?” he says:

“Forgive me for stating the obvious but in order to be a freelance writer

you need, first of all, to be able to write.”

In my experience, many people seem to think they can write, simply because they can

wield a pen or work a keyboard. That really isn’t enough.

The author also gives the reader examples of how he has approached specific writing

assignments, and how he has sometimes missed the mark. Getting work, and getting

repeat work, are also covered.

I will definitely be recommending this book in my writing course (see below). If you

want a practical, no-nonsense guide to how to earn money from your writing, this



book is a good place to start.

How to make money as a freelance writer, by John Lynch 

Forthcoming Events

Academic Book Week 4th - 9th March

According to the website, Academic Book Week (#AcBookWeek) is a week-long

celebration of the diversity, variety and influence of academic books throughout

history run by the Booksellers Association. #AcBookWeek is returning for a fourth

year from 4-9 March 2019.

The events look very interesting. Here's the website:

Academic Book Week

London Book Fair 12th - 14th March

Another bumper crop of seminars, conferences, awards and exhibitors this year. I've
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compiled a list of the seminars I think look interesting, especially for self-publishers.

(If you're an indie publisher, there's plenty going on in the area called Author HQ.) If

you would like to see my list, just click the button below for the pdf. A couple of things

to mention about it:

First, not all of the sessions are relevant to me personally, but I thought they looked

useful to include.

Secondly, the pdf was generated automatically on the London Book Fair website, so I

had no control of how it's organised. It's in two sections. The first is a list of sessions

and times in chronological order. The second is the descriptions for the sessions. That

section is, sadly, not in chronological order. Still, the document should still prove

useful to you.

London Book Fair

Course: A toolkit for Writers 9th March

I've placed this after the other events because it's not a conference or exhibition but a

course -- taught by myself. The official title and subtitle are:

The journalist's toolkit: from inspiration to publication.

Although the word "journalist" makes it sound very grand, in fact it's aimed at anyone

who would like to see their work published in outlets other than their own blogs. So it

covers issues like how to generate ideas, how to write query letters to editors (and

how not to write them!), and useful apps.

It's in London, near Holborn, and a mere ten minute walk from the second-hand

bookshop featured in this issue of the newsletter!

To find out more and to enrol, go here:

The Journalist's Toolkit: From Inspiration to Publication

I hope to see you there.

Photo credit: Photo by rawpixel on Unsplash

My LBF 19 seminar selection

That's it for now, thanks for reading. If you enjoyed this newsletter, please feel free to

pass it on to others. You can do that through the links below.

If you think someone you know should be receiving it regularly, ask them to complete

https://www.londonbookfair.co.uk/?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=name_terry_freedmans_books_bulletin_london_book_fair_2019_and_other_events&utm_term=2019-02-28
https://www.citylit.ac.uk/courses/the-journalist-s-toolkit-from-inspiration-to-publication?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=name_terry_freedmans_books_bulletin_london_book_fair_2019_and_other_events&utm_term=2019-02-28
https://unsplash.com/photos/8aujCdW9iXQ?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_campaign=name_terry_freedmans_books_bulletin_london_book_fair_2019_and_other_events&utm_term=2019-02-28
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/women-talking-cafe-conference?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText&utm_campaign=name_terry_freedmans_books_bulletin_london_book_fair_2019_and_other_events&utm_term=2019-02-28
http://bit.ly/TFLbf19?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=name_terry_freedmans_books_bulletin_london_book_fair_2019_and_other_events&utm_term=2019-02-28


the form on the Newsletters page. I use a double opt-in system, and they won't be

spammed.

Do you like the newsletter? Share it!

If you would like to connect with me on social media, here are my links:

Terry Freedman Ltd
You received this email because you signed up on our

website or made a purchase from us.

Unsubscribe
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