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Issue 1  3rd April 2018 

In today's Bulletin... 
Dear  

 

Thank you for subscribing to Terry Freedman's Books Bulletin 
which, despite the name, isn't all about me. Here's what's in today's 

issue: 

 Welcome to this Bulletin 

 Shortcuts in Word 

 What I've been reading: Waterhouse on Newspaper Style 
 Books I've come across 

 Bookshops I like: Hatchards 

 All set for the London Book Fair 

 Progress report 

I hope you enjoy reading it. If you have any feedback, please get in 
touch. And feel free to pass this on to anyone you think might be 

interested. 

 

Best wishes 
Terry Freedman 

Welcome to this Bulletin 

 

Here it is at last: the first issue of Terry Freedman's Books Bulletin!  
 
In this newsletter I'll be letting you know about books I've come across or 
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heard about, and any interesting bookshops I've visited.  
 
In addition, I'll inform you when I'm about to publish a new book, and give you 

the chance to obtain an extract or review copy. 
 
I hope you like the sound of that, but if not, you may unsubscribe at any time 

by clicking on the Unsubscribe link at the bottom of this message. 

Shortcuts in Word 

 

Given the amount of writing I do in an average week, I have had to find 

shortcuts -- not in quality or quantity, but in time.  
 
I've been documenting this over on Medium, in a series of articles. 
 
Here is what there is so far: 
Time-saving tips in Word #1: Repeating yourself 
Time-saving tips in Word #2: AutoCorrect 
Time-saving tips in Word #3: Properties 
Time-saving tips in Word #4: Fields 
 
I have to tell you of three things about these articles: 
 
First, I use Word on a pc, so some of the instructions may not work on a Mac. 

Sorry :-( 
 
Secondly, I believe they are behind a paywall. Medium allows you to read 

three free articles a month, but after that they show you a tantalising snippet 

and then ask you to subscribe. 
 
Thirdly, the #3 article is way down the list of my articles. The reason is that I 

wrote a much shorter version of it in 2010, and rather than copy and paste it I 

decided to import it into Medium. What I hadn't realised is that when you do 

that, the article retains its original publication date. From now on, it will be 

copy/paste for me, unless I republish the article in the same year. 
 

 

What I've been reading: Waterhouse 

on Newspaper Style 

 

 

https://writingcooperative.com/time-saving-tips-in-word-1-repeating-yourself-fba7579f32fe
https://writingcooperative.com/time-saving-tips-in-word-2-autocorrect-d6a334605ac4
https://writingcooperative.com/time-saving-tips-in-word-3-properties-f636989b0090
https://writingcooperative.com/time-saving-tips-in-word-4-fields-491a2c592502
https://www.writersknowhow.org/
https://amzn.to/2GPUm16
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Keith Waterhouse was a journalist and author. I first came across his writing 

through the film of his book, Billy Liar, then later through his column in the 

tabloid newspaper The Daily Mirror. 

 

I mention that latter fact because I think it important. People are often a bit 

snooty about the tabloids, but it's a snobbery born of ignorance. A newspaper 

that can make a complex topic like Brexit comprehensible to someone with a 

reading age of 11, which is a kind of benchmark for the tabloids, is doing a 

pretty good job. It takes real journalistic skill to achieve that.  

 

The interesting thing, as Waterhouse points out in this book, is that although 

the tabloids write in simple terms, they are not condescending. For example, 

when a newspaper ran with the headline "Mucky Jim", it assumed that its 

readers would understand the reference to the Kingsley Amis novel, Lucky 

Jim.  

 

'On newspaper style' started life as an in-house manual for journalists on the 

Daily Mirror. It was, in effect, the paper's house style guide. I'm glad it escaped 

the confines of Fleet Street because it is one of the best reference books I have 

read, and continue to consult. 

 

Some of it is humorous. For example, while the more salacious tabloids have 

headlines shouting about 'sex romps', nobody in everyday life talks about sex 

romps. In a chapter on 'Tabloidese' he makes a plea for using plain, normal 

English. For example, on Planet Tabloid, a criticism becomes a 'blast'; a drive 

(for or against something) is a 'blitz'; a mystery is a 'riddle'. Such drama in 

article after article is apt to leave one exhausted! 

 

Waterhouse points out errors of use, such as when the second part of the 

sentence does not fit with the first half (for example, if you remove a 

subordinate clause, you would end up with a sentence that began "I have 

saw..."). I pride myself in trying to write well, but I've found since buying this 

book that I am much more sensitive to mistakes like that. 

 

Although he is a stickler for correct English, Waterhouse is, I am pleased to 

say, not a stickler for what he calls  'Imaginary rules'. For instance, if splitting 

an infinitive makes a sentence easier to read and understand, then split it 

should be. It reminds me of Churchill's statement (in reference to the so-called 

rule about not ending a sentence with a preposition): "This is the sort of 

English up with which I will not put.". 

 

Organised in alphabetical order, Waterhouse On Newspaper Style may be read 
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from beginning to end, or by dipping in to chapters at random. It may be 30 

years old, but much of the advice is as relevant today as it was then. 

 

To buy the book from Amazon, click here (Amazon affiliate link): Waterhouse 

on Newspaper Style. 

Books I've come across... 

 

... but not yet read. All links are Amazon affiliate links. 
 
Dickens' Journalism, by Michael Slater (Ed). Dickens started out as a 

journalist, and this is a collection of his articles. I've recently started to enjoy 

Dickens, after a few decades' ambivalence. The reason for that ambivalence, 

and that of my new-found enjoyment, are for another article. 
 
When, by Daniel Pink. It's about the scientific secrets of perfect timing 

according to the subtitle, and draws on research in several disciplines. Sounds 

fascinating. 
 
Hired, by James Bloodworth. The author spent half a year working undercover 

in low-paid jobs. From the short extract I've read so far, it sounds appalling. 

The low-paid sector, I mean, not the book. 
 
The Written World, by Martin Puchner. I've just reviewed this for Teach 

Secondary magazine. It's a great read, covering the invention of writing, paper 

and literature. And there was I thinking there was nothing prior to Guttenberg! 
  

 

Bookshops I like: Hatchards 

 

It's the 23rd January, and I'm freezing. I don't usually feel the cold, but I've 

spent all day in a conference about educational innovation. I think a useful 

innovation would have been to turn the heating on. It was a good conference, 

but the temperature in the hall (Senate House, University of London), was 

lower than it was outside. 

 

So, a brisk walk brings me to St Pancras station, and the branch of Hatchards 

there. (As an aside, if you ever want a signed book, Hatchards is the place to 
go. Foyles has a few, and other bookshops have them occasionally, but 

 

https://amzn.to/2GPUm16
https://amzn.to/2GPUm16
http://amzn.to/2FFK9kQ
http://amzn.to/2ow299S
http://amzn.to/2F0SVbD
https://amzn.to/2pCEi96
https://www.ictineducation.org/
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Hatchards has the most, and all the time.) 

 

I'm now going to switch to the past tense. 

 

I started looking in the non-fiction section, and an assistant came along, sat on 

a stool, and asked me if I was looking for anything in particular. I wondered if 

she thought I looked like a shoplifter! Anyway, I told her I was interested in 

Why we sleep, by Matthew Walker. She took me straight to it, and told me 

why she liked it. I asked her if it was fairly scientific, rather than anecdotal, 

and she assured me it was. 

 

So, I bought it, and the young lady at the till was charm personified.  

It was a nice experience. It left me feeling a lot warmer inside than when I 

entered, and not merely because of the temperature. 

 

I like Amazon, but I don't think any algorithm can replace well-informed and 

pleasant bookshop staff. 

All set for the London Book Fair 

 

This year's London Book Fair runs from  the 10th to the 12th of April. There 

are a few brilliant-looking talks, including a couple on copyright issues. I'll be 

reporting on the event, either here, on the Writers' Know-how website, or both. 
 
To find out more, go to the LBF website. If you're a member of the Society of 
Authors you can buy the ticket for half-price. If you decide to attend, download 

the (free) app, which is pretty good. 

http://www.writersknowhow.org/
http://www.londonbookfair.co.uk/
http://www.societyofauthors.org/Events/Events/SoA-at-the-London-Book-Fair-2018
https://www.writersknowhow.org/
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Progress report 

 

The cover of the third edition of my book, Education Conferences: 

Teachers' Guide to Getting the Most out of Education Conferences, 

is shown on the left. I've completed the revisions. Next, proofreading 

and editing, followed by the launch. More news next time! 

 

  
 

That's all for now. I hope you enjoyed reading this Bulletin.  
Best wishes 
Terry Freedman 

 

 

https://www.ictineducation.org/

